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Whilst our lives have been made
easier with home appliances,
information technology,
multimedia tools and new
electrical and electronic products
being pushed into the markets with
growing pace, the electronic waste
(e-waste) has become the largest
waste stream in the world.
It is estimated that by 2030
developing countries will be
disposing around 400–700 million
outdated computers per year,
compared to 200–300 million in
Western nations.
Despite the international treaty on
hazardous waste movement the
shipment of e-waste especially
into Africa is still very much on
the agenda.
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EU LEADERS
AGREE TO CUT
GREENHOUSE
GAS
EMISSIONS BY
40% BY 2030
European leaders have struck a
broad climate change pact
obliging the EU as a whole to
cut greenhouse gases by at
least 40% by 2030.
But key aspects of the deal that
will form a bargaining position
for global climate talks in Paris
next year were left vague or
voluntary, raising questions as to
how the aims would be
realised.
As well as the greenhouse gas,
two 27% targets were agreed –
for renewable energy market
share and increase in energy
efficiency improvement. The
former would be binding only
on the EU as a whole. The latter
would be optional, although it
could be raised to 30% by a
review in 2020.
“It was not easy, not at all, but
we managed to reach a fair
decision that sets the EU on an
ambitious but cost-effective
climate path,” Herman Van
Rompuy, the president of the
European Council told a press
conference in Brussels.

Commission president, Jose
Manuel Barroso, added. “No
player in the world is as
ambitious as the EU.”
See
more:
http://www.theguardian.com/wo
rld/2014/oct/24/eu-leadersagree-to-cut-greenhouse-gasemissions-by-40-by-2030
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CHANGE AND
HOPE COMES TO
AGBOGBLOSHIE:
AFRICA'S
LARGEST E-WASTE
DUMP BEGINS
TRANSFORMATIO
N TO MODEL
RECYCLING
CENTER
A celebration marked the
opening of the new e-waste
recycling facility in
Agbogbloshie, Accra, Ghana.
Dignitaries, dancers, performing
school children and a balloon
archway stood out in sharp
contrast in this sooty, trashstrewn landscape. This
collaborative effort to transform
Agbogbloshie from one of the
world’s largest e-waste dumps
into a model recycling center
was launched on October 9,
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ABOUT BCCC-AFRICA
The Basel Convention Coordinating Center for Training and Technology Transfer for the African
Region (BCCC-Africa) was established on 20th 0f September 1994 by the defunct FEPA (which has
been absorbed into the Federal Ministry of Environment in June 1999) following Basel Convention
COP2 approval. The Center has a dual mandate to serve as a National Institution as well as a Regional
Institution. As a National Institution, it is to serve as a Federal Ministry of Environment linkage center
with the University of Ibadan. This linkage center has a mandate for Cleaner Production Technology and
Hazardous Waste Management. The Center also, as a Regional Institution, has the mandate to serve as
the Basel Convention Regional Coordinating Center for Africa, to assist African Countries implement
the 1989 Basel Convention on the Transboundry Movement of Hazardous Waste and their disposal. The
Centre also coordinates the Basel Convention Regional Centre (BCRC) for Arabic-speaking African
countries based in Egypt, French-speaking African countries based in Senegal and English-speaking
African countries based in South-Africa respectively This is the only Linkage Center of the Ministry that
is a United Nations designated capacity building center with mandate to service Wastes and Chemicals
Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), these are the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
Conventions.
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